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“By faith all things are fulfilled: Wherefore, whoso believeth in God might with 

surety hope for a better world, yea, even a place at the right hand of God which 

hope cometh of faith maketh an Anchor to the souls of men, which would make 

them sure and steadfast, always abounding in good works, being led to glorify 

God.”      Ether 5:3b-4 
 

 

 By: Val Bradley  
 

Quite a large group of our women were able to 

attend the Sanilac Branch Mother-Daughter 

Banquet this year on May 2.  The theme was 

―A Mexican Fiesta‖ and it definitely put 

everyone in a festive mood!  As soon as we 

entered the church, we felt like we were south 

of the border!  The decorations and wall 

murals were outstanding.  The luncheon was 

delicious and the desserts were yummy, as 

always.  (Thanks, Dora!)  The program, which 

included poems, songs and skits, was great 

and the kids especially enjoyed the ―Dora, the 

Explorer‖ segment.  After passports were 

hilariously issued to everyone, our tour guide, 

Barb Eliason, took us on a wonderful trip to 

the Mayan archeological sites.  The stories 

and photos about the various sites and artifacts 

were so interesting and informative.  It gave  

 

 

visitors a taste of our church history and Book 

of Mormon, which is great!  Many thanks to 

Barb Eliason, Kathleen Palmer, and all of our 

Sanilac sisters for another wonderful banquet.  

All your time and effort was much 

appreciated.  We look forward to honoring 

and celebrating our USA next year.  God bless 

America! 

 

On May 10 the children, directed by Kelli 

Williams, put on a small program that 

included readings and songs.  They presented 

their Moms with beautiful corsages that they 

made out of doilies.  Elder Jim Bradley 

preached a wonderful Mother’s Day sermon, 
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and at the close of the service all of the 

women received carnations. 

 

On May 19 we had our annual Algonac spring 

celebration dinner at the Golden Hawk Golf 

Club.  It was very well attended and we shared 

much good food and fellowship.  Our 

women’s leader, Nina Powers, gave each of 

the ladies a very pretty, decorative 

inspirational stone.  A good time was had by 

all! 

 

On Saturday, June 6, most of our Algonac 

family was honored to attend the marriage 

celebration of Megan Yaney and Bret 

Bowman.  It took place at the Lafayette 

Grande Chapel in Pontiac and it is aptly 

named.  The 90-year old structure (formerly a 

Masonic lodge) is truly GRAND!  It was a 

delightful, fairy-tale wedding and Megan 

definitely looked like a princess!  Elder Jim 

Dunning (her uncle) gave the introduction and 

welcome and Elder Todd Yaney (her Dad) 

gave the charge to the congregation.  The 

reception took place in the Crystal Ballroom.  

It was a beautiful room with huge, ornate, 

sparkling chandeliers.  It was a fun, warm, and 

loving atmosphere and we all enjoyed the 

good food and good company.  It was a very 

special evening and we wish Megan and Bret 

many years of love and happiness.  

Congratulations to both of you! 

 

(As reported by Todd Moses) 

Sunday, June 14
th

, the saints of Algonac 

enjoyed their worship service at the Beebe 

Street Memorial Park in downtown 

Richmond. Elder Gary Holmes brought a 

wonderful Children’s Day message and Kelli 

Williams read an honor to all of God’s 

children. After the service, we enjoyed a 

potluck lunch with Tim Holmes manning the 

grills of burgers and sausages. As always, we 

had plenty of food with a plethora of delicious 

dishes. Ending the afternoon, Kelli provided 

craft activities for the kids along with the 

traditional candy filled piñata. 

 

On June 21 the children put on a Father’s 
Day program.  Under the direction of Kelli 
Williams, they did another wonderful job!  

They presented their fathers with 
birdhouses that they painted and 
decorated.  Elder Dale Day preached a 
marvelous sermon.  We really appreciated 
his ministry and our prayers remain with 
him and Louise.  At the close of the service, 
all the men were given ink pens with 
scripture verses printed on them. 
 

 

Bethany Moses, Brianna Morrison, and Joshua 

Pirt attended the Kids Camp at Erie Beach on 

June 28 – July 4.  When asked about their 

experience, they shared the following: 

Bethany said that some of them saw an angel 

during an administration and Brianna 

confirmed that the Holy Spirit was present 

throughout the weekend … they would sit 

around and talk for 2-3 hours at a time about 

celestial glory and other spiritual matters.  

Joshua enjoyed the Bible stories and campfire 

songs.  They also mentioned that they all got 

special rocks from Elder Dave Teeple to 

remind them of how unique they each are.  

When asked what was the most ―fun‖ thing 

they did during camp, Joshua said he enjoyed 

archery class the most.  Brianna agreed …she 

mentioned that she popped two balloons.  

Bethany stated that she enjoyed making a 

treasure chest during a woodworking class.  

Many thanks to Betty Lou Newman and all 

those involved in this camp for the time and 

effort they put into guiding the children and 

encouraging them to become more like Jesus.  

 

(As reported by Wendy Holmes) 

Several years ago we noticed that the day after 

Algonac’s 4
th

 of July fireworks, our church 

parking lot was loaded with debris.  Ever 

since, we have made it a point to tend to the 

lot and in the process, make our church more 

visible in the community.  This year, Tim, 

myself, and a friend went to the church around 

4:00.  We set up a table with lots of 

homemade baked goods and also had bottled 

water available.  People started flowing in by 

5:00 and continued to come until around 9:00 

or so.  We charged them $5.00 to park and 

$1.00 for bottled water.  The bake sale was a 

new addition this year and seemed to go well.  

We had several return customers who said 
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they like parking at our church and will be 

back again next year.  We will probably have 

some tracts or church information available to 

hand out next time.  We’ve gotten a number of 

inquiries about our church throughout the 

evening, and don’t want to miss an 

opportunity to witness.  This was the best year 

we’ve had since we started four years ago.  

We took in just about $200.00, which we 

donated to the church.  The lot filled up well 

before the fireworks started, so we were able 

to take our bikes down to the river.  We found 

a great place to lay back under the stars and 

watch the awesome show.  All in all, it was a 

wonderful experience!   

 

Thirty of our saints from Algonac were able to 

attend this year’s reunion at Wesleyan Woods 

the week of July 27.  The guest ministry of 

Patriarch Verle Cornish and Elders Aaron 

Smith and Peter Cornish was much 

appreciated!  We also very much enjoyed the 

ministry of their families and the opportunity 

to get to know them better.  The classes on the 

book of Revelation and the Last Days taught 

by Aaron Smith were very interesting and 

informative, as were the Book of Mormon 

classes on the Jaredites taught by Elder Barent 

Eliason.  We were especially happy to see 

Barent up and around after his hospital stay 

and we know he received quite a blessing!  

Both of the baptismal services were wonderful 

and God’s Spirit was there with us.  We were 

especially thrilled to see our own sister Ilene 

Mack make a covenant with her Lord and we 

welcome all new members to our church 

family!  The family Olympics was a lot of fun, 

as was the talent show.  It was good to see 

Bethany Moses from our branch, along with 

Grace Johnson (from St. Johns) sing a number 

of duets throughout the weekend.  God sure 

blessed both of these little ladies with a 

GREAT BIG talent!  We were also somewhat 

surprised by the (hidden) talent performances 

of David Gould, Mick Ruch and Jay Havener.  

All we can say is WOW!  We also enjoyed the 

music ministry of Gary Holmes and Todd and 

Liz Moses throughout the week.  We’d like to 

acknowledge others from our branch that 

participated during the week:  Gary Holmes, 

camp pastor; Todd Moses; music & choir 

director; Deanna and David Pirt, Nursery 

Directors; Connie Burns, talent show emcee; 

and Kelli and Steve Williams, who organized 

and ran the canteen each day and evening.  

(The ice cream sure was a hit!)  We thank 

each one of you for doing such a great job.  

We also thank David Pirt for all the wonderful 

photos he took throughout the week … they 

will be available soon on the regional church 

website.  The final prayer/communion and 

dedication services on Sunday were 

outstanding!  From beginning to end, we were 

so grateful for the strong spirit of love and 

reverence that prevailed throughout both 

services.  We were truly blessed.  Again, we 

want to thank all those in charge and all who 

participated for the time, study, prayer and 

preparation that went into making this reunion 

an experience to remember.  We were given 

much … now much is required. 

 

  &  

 
 The end of June, Jim and Val Bradley 

had the privilege of being part of a 

baptism and confirmation with the 

saints in Lima.  Priest P.J. Fought 

baptized his wife, Tierra, and her 

mother, Cheryl Fung in an outdoor 

service on Saturday, June 27.  What an 

honor for him!  P.J. also gave the 

charge to the candidates and the 

congregation.  Elder Jim Bradley was 

the presider.  The following day, Jim 

was very pleased to bring the message 

and confirm both candidates and P.J. 

had the honor of serving them 

communion for the first time.  What a 

wonderful experience it was to share in 

their joy.  We want to congratulate 

Tierra and Cheryl again and welcome 

them into our church family.  Our 

prayers remain with them and the 

Lima Branch as they continue to serve 

the Lord in that area of the vineyard. 
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 Bethany Moses had a great end to her 

6 years at Sugarbush Elementary 

School. Along with graduating from 

5
th

 grade, she was presented with a 

number of awards, including 

recognition for being Branch Officer 

of the school’s banking program, 

Safety Patrol, Honor Roll, 5
th

-grade 

Band, Excellence in Vocal Music, the 

President’s Education Award in 

Outstanding Academic Excellence and 

a first place trophy for problem solving 

in the Pro-Solve 2008-09 math 

competition. Great work Bethany and 

good luck in middle school! 

 

 Ongoing prayers would be appreciated 

for John and Irene Moses, Nina 

Powers, Kelli Williams (health & job 

situation), Marge Holmes (health), 

Jean and Larry John, and Tim & 

Wendy Holmes (job situation). 

 

It was a joy seeing so many of you at 

reunion and other places this summer and 

we look forward to the coming fall 

activities.  May God bless and be with 

each one of you as you seek to serve Him 

in your branches and in your communities.  

You remain in our thoughts and prayers.  

 

 Dear Saints, 

  Most of you know about the recent addition 

to the Algonac Restoration Branch’s  building. 

It is a very real blessing to us as it provides a 

multi-purpose room, new handicap accessible 

restroom, kitchenette and classrooms for the 

little ones.  

  What you may not know is that we were able 

to fund the part of the project that went 

beyond our cash on hand by borrowing from 

three of the other branches in Michigan. 

  Without going into too much detail, we were 

able to pay for the project without going to 

commercial lenders. 

  Most of you also know of the Utica 

Restoration Branch’s struggle to continue to 

provide for worship and fellowship in that 

area. Several months ago, as a result of 

problems finding a suitable property, Utica 

decided to cease operation. As a result of 

decisions made by the branch as to disbursal 

of their building fund, Algonac Branch 

received a gift that allowed us to pay almost 

all of our outstanding debt.  

  We at Algonac feel a huge debt of gratitude 

to our brothers and sisters of the Utica 

Restoration Branch. I feel that I can say, on 

behalf of the Algonac branch, that we thank 

you from the bottom of our hearts for your 

kindness and your devotion to the work of the 

Kingdom. May the God of heaven and earth 

bless each of you is our prayer. 

 

   In Gospel Bonds, 

      Elder Gary Holmes 

 
 

  By: Roberta Davis 
 

 
Sunday, May 10, Mother’s Day … Priest 

Mark Ouderkirk was our speaker at the 11:00 

a.m. service.  He gave personal thoughts, 

scriptures and read stories about faith and 

prayers of mothers. 

 

May 30
th

, Eleanor Wregglesworth retired from 

Presque Isle County of Aging with 43 years of 

service.  Congratulations, Eleanor!  We wish 

you a healthy and happy retirement. 

 

June 14
th

, Priest Richard Lade from Missouri 

was our guest speaker at the 11:00a.m. 

service.  He spoke on the importance of the 

Holy Spirit in our lives and how it directs us 

into all truths.  Also how family worship is so 

important.  Special music was sung by the 

Lade family.  Sarah and Amanda Lade played 

the closing on the piano, ―I Have Found the 

Glorious Gospel.‖  We thank ―all‖ of you for 

sharing your fine ministry with us.  The 

service was followed by a potluck dinner with 

lots of good food and fellowship. 

 

Retreat: 

We had a wonderful Spiritual weekend at our 

Spring retreat.  There were thirty-seven in 

attendance.  Our theme:  ―This is My Father’s 

World.‖  Our special guests:  Richard and 
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Nancy Lade and family and Doug and Susie 

Daggett.  The Lade family came from 

Missouri, Doug and Susie came from Mt. 

Morris, Michigan to share their ministry with 

us.  Mark did a great job cooking up 

hamburgers and hot dogs at the cookout and 

campfire on Friday night.  We enjoyed food, 

singing and sharing testimonies and just 

visiting.  Saturday was filled with prayer 

service, classes on Daily Family Worship and 

Significant Events of the Last Days by Priest 

Rick Lade.  Ministry of Music by the Lade 

family, baptism, confirmation service, rest 

time, great meals and evening fellowship.  We 

had an early Sunday morning prayer and 

testimony service – Elder Howard LaLone, 

Sunday school class – Elder Harry Hyde.  

Elder Doug Daggett from Mt. Morris was our 

guest speaker at the 11:00 a.m. service.  Thank 

you for such an uplifting message.  Your 

sermon touched each of us.  God was surely 

with us. 

 

Baptism: 

Saturday, June 20
th

, David Anthony Ouderkirk 

was baptized in Crooked Creek in Atlanta, 

Michigan.  The service began at 1:00 p.m. 

with Priest Mark Ouderkirk in charge.  David 

was baptized by his father, Priest Mark 

Ouderkirk.  The baptism was witnessed by 

family members and friends.  Priest Mark 

Ouderkirk gave the message at the 2:00 p.m. 

service.  He talked about the Holy Spirit and 

baptism and how we are given greater portions 

of the Holy Spirit after baptism.  David was 

confirmed by Elder Harry Hyde and Elder 

Doug Daggett.  Welcome David to our church 

family.  May God bless and guide you as you 

seek to serve Him. 

 

Baby Blessing: 

Sunday, July 19
th

, Daniel Patrick Howard, son 

of Max and Molly and grandson of Dolores, 

was blessed by Elder Howard LaLone and 

Elder Jim Wregglesworth. 

 

 

 

Visitors: 

Sheron Joles, Plainwell.  Vicki Ouderkirk and 

family from Arcadia.  John and Tracy Stokes, 

Utica.  Janet LaDuc and friend, Cheboygan.  

Dan and Kara Tulgetske. 

 

 

 

 By: Judy Monarch 

 
 

Guest Ministry:  Elder Jim McKiddie 

(Anita), Elder Graham Fishwild (Brenda), 

Elder Fred Brown Sr. (Helen), and Elder Keith 

Dabbs (Stephanie), We are so blessed to have 

your ministry and friendship. 

 

Prayer Requests: 
Earle Baltzer, Margret Baltzer, Joyce Black, 

Ellie Bowman, Ed Carnahan,  

Glen Carnahan, Mary Deutsch, Bud Evans, 

Diana Ford, Bill Holcomb, Doris Jones and 

Ivan Jones, David Kenezek, Scott Lyon, Bob 

Murie Jr., Diane Pettis, Shirley  Plotnik, 

Monica Shipley and Karen Stanley, Bess 

Warnick, Mark Wilson, Terry Tytgat and Jim 

Wregglesworth. 

 

Address Changes 
Ryan and Rachel Monarch have both 

graduated from U of M Ann Arbor, MI May 

2
nd

.  Both have received their Bachelors in 

Music Education.  Both were notified on May 

8
th

 and accepted their new jobs in Rifle, 

Colorado.  Ryan will be the high school band 

director and Rachel will work in the 

elementary school as music teacher for grades 

1-4    They were married May 23
rd

  and we 

moved them into their town house July 1
st
.   

They wanted everyone to have their address:  

998 Wamsley Way, Rifle, CO  81650.  They 

are getting settled in and preparing for the 

upcoming school year. 

 

Sarah Monarch after receiving her Associate 

in Science at the community college has been 

accepted into the accelerated nursing program 

at Graceland University, Missouri campus. 

She is in a fast-track program which will 

allow her to graduate December 2010 with 

BSN-RN.  She is currently living with her 

great uncle Dave and aunt Rita McKiddie.  

Their home is approx 1-1/2 miles from the 
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school.  She also lives within a mile from her 

uncle Jim and aunt Annita’s home.  She is 

definitely surrounded by relatives and friends.  

Her address for the next 17 months will be 

10505 E. 27
th

 Street, Independence, MO  

64052 

 

Heather Owens has also moved to 

Independence, MO.  Heather has been 

accepted to the Graceland University School 

of Education where she will continue her 

education and receive a Bachelor in 

Elementary Education.  Heather is currently 

living with Rebecca Cornish and her address 

is 218 North Deleware St., Independence, MO  

64050   

 

Sports 

Wayne Newman and his team, have received 

for the 2
nd

 year in a row the GOLD Medal for 

the men’s 65+ Volley Ball League of Ontario, 

Canada. 

 

 

Anniversary 
 

70th Wedding Anniversary 

Who: Ivan Jones married Doris Nicholson. 

When: September 7, 1939. 

Where: Reorganized Church of Jesus Christ of 

Latter Day Saints, little white church on 

Fourth Concession of Anderdon Township 

(near Amherstburg, Ontario, Canada). 

Married By: Elder Carl Nicholson--father of 

Doris. 

Family: 3 Children--Wayne, Betty Lou, and 

Linda--plus 6 grandchildren and 8 great-

grandchildren. 

 

 

 

Their new address and phone number: 

  

Ivan and Doris Jones 

Royal Oak Village 

2400 Sandwich West Pkwy Rm 116 

LaSalle, Ontario 

N9H 2S8 

  

Phone:                (519) 967-7015        

 

 All of us in the Great Lakes 

Region Restoration Branches want to offer 

a hearty “congratulations” to Ivan & Doris 

for reaching such a great milestone and 

being such wonderful role models of what a 

Godly couple should look like. We send 

them our best wishes with much love! 

 

 

 

 By: Jay Havener 

 

It was a busy summer for the Oakwood 

Saints… 

In June, Oakwood hosted the second in a 

series of special one-day women’s retreats 

with the theme ―Latter Day Saint Women in 

the Last Days.‖  All year we have been 

learning ―survival‖ skills for these last days. 

This retreat began with the women trying to 

sew by candle light.  Jay Havener gave a 

demonstration of how to cook in a Dutch oven 

over hot coals, and he even made a great 

squash dish and an apple cobbler for our 

lunch! Suzanne Konkle gave a great 

presentation on the value of heritage seeds, 

telling us how to clean, collect, and store them 

from season to season. Sisters Deanna Smith, 

Becky Smith, and Suzanne Konkle showed us 

how to make laundry soap for just pennies a 

load! Kathi Havener explained how to make 

fire starters to pack in our emergency kits, 

using dryer lint and candle wax in paper egg 

cartons. Kathi also demonstrated, with the 

help of Becky Smith, how to light a fire with a 

knife, magnesium block, cotton ball, and 

Vaseline.  Grizzly Adams has nothing on the 

Oakwood girls! Our retreat ended with Elder 
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Jay Havener giving us a class on spiritual 

survival. 

Josh Johnson graduated from Lapeer High 

School in June and held his open house at the 

Oakwood church in July. Josh plans on 

attending college in the fall to study 

accounting. Congrats Josh and best of luck! 

Firefighter Jake Havener traveled to New 

Mexico for a week of Homeland Security 

explosive training. He told his mother that he 

got to ―blow up some cool stuff.‖  

Helen and Fred Brown Sr. helped cook in Erie 

Beach, Ontario, at the younger kid’s camp. 

Five of their grandchildren also attended:  Joe 

Brown, Cole and Drew Vandenberg, and 

Jackson and Reese Nagy.  

Jay and Kathi Havener directed the Zion’s 

Youth Camp at Sanford, Michigan. Campers 

from Oakwood included Josh and Mallory 

Johnson, Jonathan Modders, Dustin Michaels, 

Cody and Sara Ruch, Nick Brown and his 

friend Jacob, and Demetrious and Sam Jones. 

Freddy Brown Jr. was responsible for 

recreation and campfires, Fred Brown Sr. was 

the camp pastor, Clareen Carroll was the camp 

nurse, and Helen Brown and Tracy Stokes 

were our excellent cooks! 

A number of Oakwood Saints attended the 

Great Lakes Regional Reunion at the 

Wesleyan Woods campgrounds in Vassar, 

Michigan. We were blessed to have four from 

Oakwood baptized this year at reunion:  

Kathleen Modders, her children Josh and 

Mallory Johnson, as well as Parker Mervyn.  

We are so happy for them…Mick Ruch served 

as camp director, Clareen Carroll was the 

camp nurse, Helen Danicki was in charge of 

registration, Wendy Nagy was recreation 

director, Freddy Brown Jr. was senior high 

director and campfire leader, and Shawn Ruch 

directed the 5-8 aged children. At the talent 

show, Mick and Jay Havener performed an 

outstanding song and dance! Broadway, look 

out!! 

Sadly, Sister Bonnie Murphy’s husband Bob 

and Sister Louise Everhart passed away this 

spring and will be greatly missed by all who 

knew and loved them. 

The Oakwood women held their second 

annual church rummage sale fundraiser for the 

fall Women’s retreat, which will be held in 

October at Vassar, Michigan. More than $700 

was raised, and everyone had a great time 

working together. 

 

 

Sept. 7th  

Labor Day History  

 

As the Industrial Revolution took hold 
of the nation, the average American in 
the late 1800s worked 12-hour days, 
seven days a week in order to make a 
basic living. Children were also 
working, as they provided cheap labor 
to employers and laws against child 
labor were not strongly enforced. 

With the long hours and terrible 
working conditions, American unions 
became more prominent and voiced 
their demands for a better way of life. 
On Tuesday September 5, 1882, 10,000 
workers marched from city hall to 
Union Square in New York City, 
holding the first-ever Labor Day 
parade. Participants took an unpaid 
day-off to honor the workers of 
America, as well as vocalize issues 
they had with employers. As years 
passed, more states began to hold 
these parades, but Congress would not 
legalize the holiday until 12 years later. 

On May 11, 1894, workers of the 
Pullman Palace Car Company in 
Chicago struck to protest wage cuts 
and the firing of union representatives. 
They sought support from their union 
led by Eugene V. Debs and on June 26 
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the American Railroad Union called a 
boycott of all Pullman railway cars. 
Within days, 50,000 rail workers 
complied and railroad traffic out of 
Chicago came to a halt. On July 4, 
President Grover Cleveland dispatched 
troops to Chicago. Much rioting and 
bloodshed ensued, but the 
government's actions broke the strike 
and the boycott soon collapsed. Debs 
and three other union officials were 
jailed for disobeying the injunction. 
The strike brought worker's rights to 
the public eye and Congress declared, 
in 1894, that the first Monday in 
September would be the holiday for 
workers, known as Labor Day. 

The founder of Labor Day remains 
unclear, but some credit either Peter 
McGuire, co-founder of the American 
Federation of Labor, or Matthew 
Maguire, a secretary of the Central 
Labor Union, for proposing the 
holiday. 

Although Labor Day is meant as a 
celebration of the labor movement and 
its achievements, it has come to be 
celebrated as the last, long summer 
weekend before Autumn. 

October 12th  

Canadian Thanksgiving  

 

“Celebrating the Harvest” 

The Canadian Thanksgiving date 
differs from the USA because their 
Thanksgiving is derived not from the 
Pilgrims, but the end of a successful 
harvest. Because of the northerly 
location of Canada, their harvest 
season ends earlier than the United 
States.  

The designated date for Canadian 
Thanksgiving is the second Monday in 
October.  
We wish all of our Canadian brothers 
and sisters a very Happy Thanksgiving! 
 

October 12th  

 

The History of Columbus Day 

 

 

This holiday commemorates 
Christopher Columbus's landing in the 
West Indies on October 12, 1492. It has 
been traditionally celebrated on Oct. 12 
throughout most of the United States, 
parts of Canada, and in several of the 
Latin American republics. In the United 
States, however, since the observation 
in 1971 of the Uniform Holiday Act, it is 
celebrated on the Monday nearest to 
October 12. Quite likely the first 
celebration of Columbus Day was 
organized in 1792 by the Society of St. 
Tammany, or the Columbian Order, 
widely known as Tammany Hall.  
 

Oct. 31st    Halloween 

 

 

Halloween is known and loved today 
as a time to wear costumes, go door to 
door asking for candy, and watch 
monster movies. But the holiday's 
origins go back centuries to the 
enactment of All Saints' Day, a 
Christian holiday. Along the way, it has 
also picked up traditions from 
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Samhain, a Celtic festival celebrating 
the start of winter. 

All Saints' Day 

The name "Halloween" began as "All 
Hallows Eve." This became "All Hallow 
E'en," leading to "Hallowe'en," or 
Halloween. It was the evening before 
All Hallows Day, which was later called 
All Saints' Day. (In this case, "hallows" 
meant "saints.") 
All Saints' Day, a feast for all martyrs 
and saints, was celebrated for the first 
time during the 8th century, but 
customs varied regarding its 
observance.  
 

 

By: Susie Daggett 

 

Our branch is very thankful to have a chairlift 

installed! Thank you to the Utica Saints who 

donated the funds to purchase and install it. 

The money that was donated came out to 

exactly the amount that it cost us. It is already 

in use with the people who have trouble with 

the stairs. For those of you who do not know, 

we meet in the basement of Bob and Bonnie 

Sutton. We are thankful for the use of their 

home every week with never any complaints. 

Many of our group were able to enjoy reunion 

this year. It was a very enjoyable week with 

lots of learning and self examination. Thank 

you to all of our guest ministry, without you 

we wouldn’t be able to continue.  

 By: Millie Giles 

 

Air conditioner on, air conditioner off … does 

this remind you of our summer so far?  We 

gladly and thankfully will take this weather 

rather than the rain and flooding other states 

are suffering with, so I will quit complaining 

and remember the deepest blue of the sky and 

the green of the trees, and the colorful flowers 

in bloom, each complimenting each other and 

reminding us of our Creator and His love for 

all.  Our God is quite the artist. 

 

 

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR YOUTH!  

8
th

 grade graduate, Avery Bolt received 

recognition for attendance, outstanding 

citizenship, V.P. National Junior Honor 

Society, scholastic achievement with 3.9 

GPA.  Avery also won Presidents Education 

Award and Musicianship Award.  Avery is the 

daughter of Scott & Amy Bolt and 

granddaughter of Jack & Barb Tynan. 

 

5
th

 grade graduate, Gillian Bolt received 

recognition for safety patrol, honor roll, 

Presidents Education Award and Dorothy 

Feick Award for outstanding 5
th

 grade Science 

student.  Gillian had a perfect score in the 

Science portion of the 5
th

 grade M.E.A.P. 

Assessment Test and award for highest score 

in the St. Clair Regional Education Service 

Agency Math & Science Center Pro-Solve 

tests.  Gillian was one of two students to win 

at McKinley School.  She is also the daughter 

of Scott & Amy Bolt. 

 

5
th

 Grade graduate, Evan Kercher received 

awards in citizenship, honor roll, Pro-Solve 

(Math), A.L. Renaker award for outstanding 

academic achievement, Safety Patrol Captain, 

Student Council, Treasurer and President’s 

Award for Academic Achievement.  He is the 

son of Chris Kercher and Pat Kercher and 

grandson of John and Connie DeBell. 

 

Youth Sports News: 

Congratulations to Ellie Kercher who 

qualified for the Junior Olympics and will be 

traveling to Des Moines, Iowa with her 

mother, Chris and grandparents, John & 

Connie DeBell.  We will be remembering you 

as you perform.  Best of luck, Ellie! 

 

Congratulations to Sean and Corey Tynan, 

both played in the Sam Kromer Tennis 

tournament, each won their flight.  They are 

sons of John & Judy Tynan.  Best of luck in 

your future tournaments still ahead for you. 

 

Spiritual News: 

June 28
th

 a baptism was held at Light House 

Beach at 8:00 a.m. Sunday morning.  Judy 
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Tynan and children Sean, Corey and Sarah 

were each baptized by father-in-law and 

grandfather, Elder Jack Tynan.  Elder Dave 

Teeple presided over the service as we 

gathered under a tree with light rain falling.  

Prayers were given for each one of the family 

and Scott Bolt sang.  If you have never 

attended a Baptismal service in the lake, it is a 

spiritual experience for everyone.  The 

quietness of the early morning, the calmness 

of the water, is a reminder of God whom we 

desire to follow and serve and His son, Christ 

who shows us the way.  It is special for those 

responding to God’s words, to repent and be 

baptized so they can enter the Kingdom of 

God and for we who witness their 

commitment and reminding us of ours. 

 

Confirmation of the Holy Spirit was on the 

following Wednesday Prayer Service July 1
st
 

by Elder’s Ron Giles, Dave Teeple and Jack 

Tynan.  A comforting Spirit was present and 

we welcome Judy, Shawn, Corey and Sarah to 

God’s family of believers. 

 

A Baptismal class was held for children and 

taught by Priest John DeBell and helper 

Connie DeBell with five in attendance.  We 

are happy to say at this date two have 

responded to be baptized.  July 12
th

 Jaxon and 

Holly Shelton were baptized by their 

grandfather, Elder Bill Allison.  They are the 

children of Owen and Sherry Shelton of 

Sarnia.  The Hymn of Preparation was ―Where 

He Leads Me‖ and we pray this hymn will 

guide them in their future walk with our Lord 

as they reflect back on their baptism in their 

maturing days ahead.  Speaker of the hour was 

Elder Dave Teeple. 

 

July 26
th

, Sunday 11:00 a.m.  Confirmation of 

the Holy Spirit was given to Holly Shelton 

and Jaxon Shelton by grandfather Elder Bill 

Allison and Elder Don Dailey.  The sermon of 

the hour was by Elder Don Dailey and 

speaking directly to Holly and Jaxon, he 

reflected on Jesus baptism and the dove 

appearing as the Holy Spirit, telling each that 

the Holy Spirit will always be with them, 

especially when they are alone and frightened 

and to call on Him for comfort. 

 

May we be determined to be especially aware 

of and sensitive to the Holy Spirit’s guidance, 

even in the minute decisions and actions of 

each day.  Thank Him for His promised 

presence even into eternity.  God bless each of 

you. 

 

  By: Barb Eliason 

 

Humility:  Everyday with Humility we always 

make our way.  She gives us the ability to humble 

what we say.  We always seek her tender eyes 

when cast in our direction.  We’re humbled as we 

realize the depth of her affection.  Humility sits 

there with grace.  She waits upon the faithful, and 

humbly she sets a place for even those ungrateful.  

Humility with charity, an honored way to give, a 

gift from your sincerity that helps another live.  

Humility in all we do though through this life we 

stumble, in every age they always knew that God 

rewards the humble.  

 

Greetings from the Thumb.  Summer is here.  

Sometimes it feels like it and most of the time it is 

too cold to find it.  But, one can tell that God loves 

the color green by observing the leaves, grass, and 

the crops.  What a beautiful thing to watch the 

corn, soybeans, etc. growing right in front of one’s 

eyes.  Put the sunrise or sunset behind it with the 

birds singing and it is definitely time to say a 

prayer of thanksgiving.   

 

May 29-31 the Sanilac Branch and a few members 

of the Otter Lake Branch headed for Kirtland, 

Ohio.  The excitement grew as we approached 

Kirtland.  Barent and Barb Eliason were in charge 

of this special weekend that was really planned by 

the Lord.  Because of work, the group of 27 

arrived at three different times on Friday night.  

Bill Day was the driver of the first group, Barent 

Eliason and Kathleen Palmer drove the second 

group, and Eric Eliason and Missy Parker drove 

the third group.  All arrived safe at the Red Roof 

Inn, happy and ready for Saturday. 

 

Saturday began by meeting at the very interesting 

Kirtland Temple Cemetery.  We certainly could 

have spent more time there.  We then headed to 

the new Community of Christ Visitor Center.  
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Portraits of Church History men and wives 

surrounded the auditorium.  The introductory film 

ended in one of the most memorable moments for 

most on the trip.  As the curtains opened on this 

giant picture window there was the picturesque 

Kirtland Temple in a beautiful landscaping scene 

with the sun shining upon it facing east.  We could 

not speak it was so breathtaking! 

 

We toured the Temple in awe with what these 

farmers and unskilled people had built.  One could 

go on and on describing it—if you have not seen 

the Temple, you are missing part of our important 

church history.  We then headed 30 miles south to 

Hiram, Ohio to the John Johnson home where 

Joseph and Emma Smith spent one year (Sept. 

1831-Sept. 1832) at this very beautiful historical 

home.  This became the Church Headquarters and 

16 divine revelations were brought forth to help 

the organization of the church.  This is also where 

Joseph and Sydney were taken from their beds in 

the middle of the night and tarred and feathered, 

but the next day through a miracle, Joseph 

preached the gospel.  It was an amazing place. 

 

After lunch we met at the L.D.S. Visitor Center 

for a very interesting introduction. Everyone 

thought the Mormon’s did a fantastic job with this 

production.  We then began our tour of the 

Kirtland village starting at the Newel K. Whitney 

Store.  The rest of the time was spent touring and 

seeing the ashery, the sawmill, Kirtland 

Schoolhouse, John Johnson Inn which served as a 

church office building, printing office and first 

brick building in Kirtland, Newell K. and 

Elizabeth Ann Whitney home, the Hyrum Smith 

home, and the Sidney Rigdon home.  It was like 

history coming alive.  Our guides were excellent 

and very informative. 

 

We then headed for the Isaac Morley Farm where 

13 revelations were given.  The tired, but not 

ready to quit gang headed back to the Temple 

Quarry.  Thank you Denise Rich and Bev Miller 

for helping us to find where it was—things have 

changed over the years!  We ended the day at the 

TGI Friday restaurant where some ate inside, but 

most enjoyed their evening meal watching the 

beautiful day come to an end with wonderful 

fellowship. 

 

Sunday morning we met at the Kirtland Temple at 

9:00 a.m. for a Sunday service beginning with a 

morning worship with Priest Eric Eliason in 

charge, and Carol Hoeldtke playing the piano.  

One could feel the spirit that was there in 

abundance with the first step into the Temple.  Our 

pastor, Elder Barent Eliason, taught the class 

about the Temple where we could actually view 

what he was teaching.  (That was awesome!)  The 

11:00 a.m. service began with Barb Eliason 

playing prelude music. Our pastor, Elder Barent 

Eliason, was in charge, and Priest Bill Sutton and 

Priest Eric Eliason served communion.  Our 

speaker for the hour was Teacher Jim Negaard.  

Sister Denise Rich sang a beautiful solo.  As the 

group sat there and listened to each speaker, the 

sound came through clearly.  We honestly did not 

wish to leave.  After a group photo was taken by 

Bill Day, we headed for a light lunch and then the 

drive home.  It was a marvelous weekend.  We 

were truly blessed by God. 

 

June 13
th

 Denise Rich headed to Oakwood for the 

annual spring hootenanny to represent our Branch.  

Thank you Denise!  We also held a birthday card 

party on June 22
nd

 for our 99 year old, Viola 

Phelps.  What a special lady you are and we are so 

happy and honored to call you our sister. 

 

June 21
st
 was Father’s Day and this year Dora 

Gutierrez was in charge of the program.  At 10:00 

a.m. Carol Hoeldtke played beautiful prelude music.  

Dora welcomed each and everyone after which we 

sang ―Men of God Go Take Your Stations.‖  Gary 

DesJardins read a poem and Eric Eliason gave a talk 

about his dad.  We were honored by an instrumental 

solo by Aubree Rich—beautiful job, Aubree!  

Kathleen Palmer read quotes for fathers, Denise Rich 

sang a solo, and Barb Eliason read scriptures ending 

with everyone saying the ―Lord’s Prayer.‖  Julia 

Gutierrez read a poem, ―My Grandpa.‖  Other poems 

were read plus Debbie and Emma DesJardins read 

―My Daddy.‖  The Women’s choir sang the first line 

only of the  ―Battle Hymn of the Republic,‖  

―America,‖ and ―The Star Spangled Banner,‖ 

followed by the closing prayer given by Dora.   

 

After the preaching service we headed for the 

basement for the Father-Son Banquet.  What a 

feast!  Dora and Debbie DesJardins were in charge 

of the beautiful patriotic decorations. Thanks to 
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the women, we had lots of wonderful food.  Each 

male received a patriotic hat filled with a two-litter 

drink, red, white and blue popcorn, candy, and a 

free movie rental certificate.  Great job girls! 

 

Aubree Rich has been very active in the Sandusky 

High School band playing for the Spring concert, 

the graduation, and in July, the Thumb Festival 

parade.  Our Pastor, Barent Eliason, was also in a 

parade called the Sanilac County Rainbow Tractor 

Tour on Sat., June 20
th

.  He drove his antique John 

Deere 70 along with 92 other tractors of all makes 

and colors.  All sizes and ages were represented 

from the 30’s to the 90’s.  Two fire trucks blocked 

M53 on the north and south so the 93 slow moving 

tractors could cross single file.  Quite a few cars 

and trucks were backed up in both directions as 

you might guess.  The 28-mile tour took all day 

with four interesting stops and lunch.  People 

watched and waved all along the route.  Several 

mechanical problems occurred with one tractor 

losing a wheel, but all was repaired and everyone 

completed the tour. 

 

Friday, July 10
th

, Eric and Cory Eliason surprised 

both set of parents with wonderful news that they 

were expecting twins.  Everyone, including the 

whole branch, is so excited and very happy for 

Eric and Cory. 

 

Tid Bits: 

 Peter and J.T. Eliason, Blue Springs, MO, 

flew up for a special Mother’s Day 

weekend.  The family went to a Detroit 

Redwings Hockey Playoff game with 

Anaheim—won 4-1.  Each Woman 

received a long stem red rose.  The next 

day they took Barent to the Henry Ford 

Museum for a Father’s Day gift. 

 Wayne Hoeldtke and Randy DesJardins 

had cataract surgery on both eyes.  Barent 

Eliason had cataract surgery on one eye. 

 Nellie and Ella Haynes spent a weekend up 

north at their cabin. 

 Bev Miller had a vacation in New Jersey 

spending time with her daughter and 

family—Bev loves those grandchildren. 

 Barb Eliason’s mother, Jane Rich, 

Independence, MO spent the month of 

June visiting.  Barb’s sister and brother-in 

law, Pat and W.D. Hall, Indep. came for a 

visit and the return trip with mom. 

 Barent’s brother and sister-in law, Bob and 

Ellen Eliason came for visit from Hanover, 

New Hampshire.  Their son, Jim, 

California, stayed with Eric and Cory 

Eliason. 

 Jim Negaard spent three weeks in Missouri 

visiting his Mother, and is now attending 

Delta College full time. 

 Cory Eliason’s mother and aunt, Edie 

Cutshall and Judy Lawson, came for a visit 

on July 7
th

.  Her father, Don, flew up for 

the special weekend when Eric and Cory 

announced to both sets of parents about the 

forthcoming blessed event.  

 Illnesses and need prayers:  Randy 

DesJardins, had exploratory surgery on the 

left hand 

Bill Palmer, eye problem; Dora Gutierrez, 

stress test; Barent Eliason, heart problems; 

and Cory Eliason, expecting twins. 

 

Looking forward to: 

 Saturday, August 29
th

, Regional Women’s 

Retreat at Sanilac on ―Canning and 

Freezing, 9-4 

 Sunday, September 20
th

:  Pt. Huron and 

Algonac Service, Pizza Party and Hayride 

 Saturday, Sept. 26
th

 Book of Mormon Day 

at Oakwood, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

 Sunday, October 11
th

, Oakwood and Otter 

Lake Service, Pizza Party and Hayride 

 Saturday, November 21
st
, annual 

Christmas Bazaar and Bake Sale with a 

soup lunch. 

 

Birthdays: 

June 22  Viola Phelps (99)  

June 23 Lloyd Rich 

June 27 Jason Carpenter  

July 10   Missy Parker 

July 24 Wayne Hoeldtke, Debbie 

DesJardins 

July 31  Carol Hoeldtke 

 

Anniversaries: 

May 13   Jason and Shelly Carpenter 

May 27   Steve and Missy Parker 

May 29   Dan and Bev Miller     
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 It’s time to say goodbye for now, but we 

must as always thank the Lord for all our blessings 

as a little branch in this part of the vineyard and 

also to the servants of the vineyard.  May God 

bless you for coming so far to share this precious 

gospel with us:  Bob (Bev) Ruch, Leo (Clareen) 

Carroll, Jim (Val) Bradley, Jay (Kathi) Havener, 

Bill Allison, Gary (Marge, Brianna Morrison, and 

guest, Ilene Mack) Holmes, and Brian (Cathy) 

Daggett. 

 

"Wanted" for Kids' Camp 
2010 
 - yarn, crochet cotton, knitting needles, 
crochet hooks, buttons, hand saws for 
woodworking class, rug hooks or latch 
hooks and backing or yarn, old 
clothespins 

Contact - Betty Lou Newman (519) 734-
1097, Graham Fishwild (248) 682-4432, 
Bob Harris (810) 982-6692 

 

 

Regional Activities for the next quarter 

 

 Aug 29th  Women’s workshop @ Sanilac Branch 9-4 

 

 Sept. 26th @ Oakwood Branch - Book of Mormon 

Day 

 

 Oct. 16, 17 & 18 Women’s Retreat @ Weslyan 

Woods  

 

 

 

  

From The Editor’s Desk: 

 

 

       “Patriot or Tree Stump”         
 
After watching TV coverage and reading the newspapers of all of the 4th of July celebrations 
one would think that America is flush with Patriots what with all of the flag waving and 
posturing of politicians and media talking heads. But, one would be wrong for true Patriots are 
few and far between in this nation today.   
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As Christians we have been taught that politics and religion don’t mix so we have refrained 
from entering that arena leaving it a one-sided fight that has left America victim to those with 
less than honorable intentions. As Latter Day Saints we know from D&C 98:10e that God raised 
up the founding fathers for the very purpose of establishing a Constitutionally Limited Republic. 
Knowing this, it is incumbent upon us to not only to study the words of the founding fathers 
but, also, to defend that system of governing if it was that important to God, not to mention for 
the sake of our posterity. 
 
Any honest examination of the political climate today will show that most Americans (both 
Democrat and Republican) would vote for a tree stump if their political party endorsed it, while 
all the time touting their patriotism by waving a flag as they attack anyone who disagrees with 
their viewpoint.  
 
In my view, we should not be Democrats or Republicans but Christian Patriots. As Christians 
our loyalty to Jesus Christ must come first and the fact that God Himself purposely created 
America demands that we are also Patriots and that we be willing to lay down our lives for the 
ideals that this nation was built upon.  
 

"In addition to the distinguished character of a Patriot, it should be our highest glory to add the 
more distinguished character of a Christian." - George Washington May 2, 1778 at Valley Forge, 
PA 

It is time for Christians to enter the fray to save this nation by teaching our children these ideals 
and demanding that anyone we vote for must also embrace these ideals of “Life, Liberty and 
The Pursuit of Happiness” which are the embodiment of “Agency” and are articulated in the 
Declaration of Independence and the blueprint for that Independence contained in the 
Constitution. Christ died for our right to choose between good and evil and we, as Christians, 
can do no less. 
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In 2009, Grandparents Day falls on Sept. 13th 

 

The impetus for a National Grandparents Day originated with 

Marian McQuade, a housewife in Fayette County, West Virginia. 

Her primary motivation was to champion the cause of lonely 

elderly in nursing homes. She also hoped to persuade 

grandchildren to tap the wisdom and heritage their grandparents 

could provide. President Jimmy Carter, in 1978, proclaimed that 

National Grandparents Day would be celebrated every year on 

the first Sunday after Labor Day. 

 

 

Now…go spoil them!!! 
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  By: Connie Burns 
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Anyone having articles or historical facts (that would be of interest to 

everyone), etc. please send them to me for future use. Please keep them to one 

page or less, as space is very limited and expensive. Thank you.   

 

Send to: 

 

Jim Bradley 

69250 Campground Rd. 

Romeo, MI 48065 

1-586-752-5965 Home 

1-586-876-3227 Cell 

 

Email to: zionswatchman@sbcglobal.net  

 

Email is highly preferred 

mailto:zionswatchman@sbcglobal.net

